
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Thursday: 7:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
15 minutes before weekday Mass 

or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

Our readings pair up the story of Jesus coming to dine at Martha and Mary’s house with God coming to dine 
with Abraham and Sarah. And just as Abraham turned to Sarah for help in preparing the meal, Martha turns to 
her sister for a hand. 

After all, why should one person bear the burden of serving the Lord? But Mary does not come into the kitch-
en, even after hearing her sister banging things around in there, perhaps a little more loudly than usual. In-
stead, she stays sitting at the foot of the Lord, listening to him. Martha, not one to keep her thoughts to herself, 
addresses directly the cause of her sister’s prolonged delay: “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me 
by myself to do the serving?” (Luke 10:40). 

As a matter of fact, Jesus didn’t care. What he did care about was that Martha was all “anxious and worried 
about many things”(10:41). Jesus did not care about busy Martha but about worried and anxious Martha. Even 
more simply, what he cared about was Martha. Not the meal, not the table, not the time they ate, or whatever 
else was bothering her. He just cared about Martha—and Mary, too, of course. But he didn’t have to worry as 
much about Mary. 

Perhaps we could consider this simply a story about Jesus visiting two very dear friends and wanting some 
time with them both, together. And if that was true then, why wouldn’t it be true now? If you find yourself 
worried and anxious these days, give yourself some time with the Lord.  

—James A. Wallace, C.SS.R. 
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  

We can pray that we find that balance between serving the Lord in our brothers and sisters 
and spending time in the presence of the Lord, 

both as members of the community of believers and as individuals whom Jesus loves very much. 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Listen  

The first reading tells of the “annunciation” of the birth of Isaac. It is 
profoundly mysterious, beginning with the appearance of the “three 
men.” This reading illustrates God’s active role in our history. 

The second reading treats a universal experience—suffering. Paul sees 
suffering as the mark of discipleship. He finds joy in the suffering he 
endures because it is for the sake of the church. Through his preaching 
he hopes all people will come to accept Christ. 

The Gospel paints a lovely picture of Jesus at rest among his friends. 
Luke has placed the incident right after the parable of the Good Samar-
itan. But lest “activism” be seen as the only path, we now hear Jesus’ 
call to sit quietly and listen to the word of God. We have to be like 
both of the sisters. Even in our harried and noisy world, there is an in-
sistent call to sit back quietly and listen to Jesus. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, July 16 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Bill Schraeder by Roland & Joyce Halfmann 
6:30 pm: + Sherline Strube by Leroy & Valeria Hoelscher  
    (In Spanish)  

Sunday, July 17 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Mary Ann Pelzel by Billy & Diane Eggemeyer 
10:00 am: Living & Deceased members of Catholic Life       
     Br# 146 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

Monday, July 18 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: Healing of Jimmy Strube by The Strube Family 

Tuesday, July 19 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                         
7:00 am: + Francis Herring by Rose Schwartz 
8:00 am + Hubert Frerich by Gary & Janice Durham 

Wednesday, July 20 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: + Healing of Schaefer Family  
      by Kevin & Linda Hirt 
7:00 pm: +Chico Denis by Darren & Kim Jost (In Spanish)  

Thursday, July 21 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas) 
7:00 am: + Larry Hays by Eric & Christy Seidenberger 
8:00 am:+ Hubert Lange by Carlos & Linda Dusek 

Friday, July 22  (St. Lawrence)                                                                                                                             
8:00 am: + George Halfmann  
      by Tommy & Karla Hoelscher 

Saturday, July 23 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Jimmy Watkins  
      by James & Kay Donna Machicek 
6:30 pm: + Bobby Maxie by Mitchell & Lynette Jansa 
       (In Spanish)  

Sunday, July 24 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Arnold Matthiesen  
      by Cody & Stephanie Wilson 
10:00 am: Living & Deceased members of the St. Therese 
    Altar Society 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 There’s a different pace to a summer Sunday, 
especially on those days when we dream of air con-
ditioning and wave any available paper to stir the air. 
Yet we persist in gathering, even with so many 
breaks from the usual routines. We distance our-
selves not only from routines, but from schedules and 
familiar well-worn paths. These are playful days and 
contemplative days. We see long-lost friends and vis-
it almost-forgotten places. We have more leisure than 
any people before in the history of the world, and we 
need it because our lives are so care-worn and tiring. 
More of us walk barefoot and look up at the stars or 
dip our toes in the lake or sea, sing around campfires, 
read novels on the beach, and eat comfort food with 
our fingers. We see how beautiful life can be, and are 
more aware than usual of how God is always break-
ing in with signs of love. 

 In Genesis today, Abraham and Sarah practice 
hospitality to their visitors, who turn out to be God 
dropping in. During the summer months, God prac-
tices hospitality in return, inviting us into a season of 
celebration. Keeping Sunday holy is a good habit to 
cultivate in these days when our spirits are especially 
receptive to God’s deep desire for us to know divine 
love. 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

 América es un continente nacido del mestizaje 
que tomó a los europeos, los indígenas y los africa-
nos para engendrar algo nuevo. Normalmente pensa-
mos en el mestizaje de sangre que produjo nuevas 
razas latinoamericanas. Pero también existe el mesti-
zaje cultural que produce nuevos elementos latinoa-
mericanos. Uno de estos es el sarape, hijo de la tilma 
pre-colombina y el manto español. Este mestizaje en 
tela tiene sus principios en el siglo XVIII con una 
proliferación de talleres en Zacatecas, Saltillo y otros 
lugares. Esta cobija colorida, de algodón o lana, fue 
desarrollada para añadir color y belleza a los charros 
de siglos pasados. 

 A través de la historia el sarape ha sido usado por 
vaqueros, jinetes, soldados y revolucionarios. Hoy 
día el sarape, jorongo, frazada, gabán o cobija se ha 
convertido en símbolo de tradición mexicana y se 
encuentra decorando hogares, restaurantes e iglesias. 
México no es el único país que ha desarrollado un 
mestizaje en tela, también Guatemala, Colombia, El 
Salvador y otros más tienen sus telas y tapetes parti-
culares que mezclan los colores y los diseños para 
celebrar el talento y la creatividad del mestizaje lati-
noamericano.       

       —Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Brandon Dieringer 432-268-3083 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Perm @ 432-397-2300. 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENSION FOR JULY 

Elderly 

We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and 
memory of a people; may their experience and wis-
dom help young people to look towards the future 
with hope and responsibility. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


 16th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

In this Sunday's Gos-
pel reading, Jesus 
speaks to us about our 
anxieties and worries. 
They distract us. 
They're harmful to us 
if we let them control 
our lives, because they 
take our eyes off of 
our Lord and focus us 
on what's going wrong 
and how it might get 
worse.  

Mary chose the "better 
part"; she didn’t let 
anything distract her 
from being a disciple 
learning avidly from 
Jesus. When we make 
the time to put aside 
the busyness of life to 
sit quietly and learn 
from Jesus, we discov-
er reasons why our 
worries aren't really so 
worrisome.  

Only as we sit quietly 
at the feet of Jesus do 
we find hope that 
overcomes despair, 
peace that conquers 

anxiety, and wisdom that gets us through trials. 
Even the littlest worry, such as Martha's concern 
that her kitchen chores wouldn't get done, is a sin 
when it takes our eyes off of Jesus. Nothing that dis-
tracts us from Jesus is ever good for us.  

We cannot grow in holiness when we're not watch-
ing Jesus and learning from him how to be holy. We 
cannot love as he loves nor receive all the love he 
gives us unless we have a prayer life that includes 
quiet time alone with him, drinking up his lessons 
and his loving embrace. Prayers said while driving 
or listening to homilies isn't enough.  

Anxieties and worries are varying degrees of fear: 
We’re afraid that something bad is going to happen. 
Even when there’s a legitimate rea-son to worry, 
fear blocks our view of Jesus, because it turns us 
away from him.  

We need to recognize fear as a warning flag that’s 
telling us to slow down, quiet down, and sit down 
with Jesus for a good discussion on whatever it is 
that's bothering us. He's got the answers, the encour-
agement, and the affirmation that will bring us 
peace.  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. What has been worrying you lately? What are 
you anxious about? What are you fearing might 
happen? Write them on a list and take them to Jesus 
in a quiet prayer time. 

2. What lessons is Jesus is trying to teach you in 
those situations? Ask the Holy Spirit to help you 
learn from Jesus. Search the Bible for additional 
inspiration. 

3. What are some of the ways we can slow down 
our lives and im-prove our prayer times? 

4. Tell the story of an experience you had when qui-
et prayer relieved an anxiety or solved a problem. 

 

Mary chose the "better part". 

Genesis 18:1-10a  
Psalm 15:1-5  

Colossians 1:24-28  
Luke 10:38-42  

Monday July 18  
Micah 6:1-4,6-8  

Ps 50:5-6,8-9,16-17,21,23  
Matthew 12:38-42  

Tuesday July 19  
Micah 7:14-15,18-20  

Ps 85:2-8  
Matthew 12:46-50  

Wednesday July 20  
Jeremiah 1:1,4-10  

Ps 71:1-6,15,17  
Matthew 13:1-9  

Thursday July 21  
Jeremiah 2:1-3,7-8,12-13  

Ps 36:6-11  
Matthew 13:10-17  

Friday July 22  
St. Mary Magdalene  

Jeremiah 3:14-17  
Jer 31:10-13  

John 20:1-2,11-18  

Saturday July 23  
Jeremiah 7:1-11  

Ps 84:3-6a, 8a,11  
Matthew 13:24-30 

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 



ESCUCHA 

La primera lec-
tura nos habla de 
la “anunciación” 
del nacimiento 
de Isaac. Es pro-
fundamente mis-
terioso, comen-
zando con la 
aparición de los 
“tres hombres”. 
Esta lectura ilus-
tra la activa par-
ticipación de 

Dios en nuestra historia. La segunda lectura trata de 
una experiencia universal: el sufrimiento. Pablo ve el 
sufrimiento como la marca del ser discípulo. Encuen-
tra gozo en su sufrimiento porque es por el bien de la 
Iglesia. Con su predicación espera que todo el mundo 
acepte a Cristo. El Evangelio pinta un hermoso cuad-
ro de Jesús descansando con sus amigos. Lucas ha 
colocado este incidente exactamente después de la 
parábola del Buen Samaritano. Pero a no ser que 
veamos el “activismo” como el único sendero, oímos 
ahora a Jesús que nos invita a sentarnos tranquilamen-
te a escuchar la Palabra de Dios. Tenemos que ser co-
mo ambas hermanas. Aún en nuestro agitado y 
ruidoso mundo, hay un insistente llamado a sentarnos 
tranquilamente a escuchar a Jesús. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch 

Diocese of San Angelo 
Annual Honduras Collection 

July 16 & 17, 2022 
     The annual special collection for our partner Dio-
ceses of San Pedro Sula and Le Ceiba and its parishes 
is an expression of our solidarity with our fellow 
Catholics in Honduras., will be this weekend. 

Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

July 17 
St. Lawrence –Ross Womack Family 
St. Thomas –  Cody Wilson Family 

July 24 
St. Lawrence– Chris Matschek Family 
St. Thomas– Dennis & Dee Matthiesen 

July Worklist   

Jose & Lilia Mendoza- Ch  David & Belinda 

Weishuhn, Jeremy & Mikela Gully, Duke & Donna 

Goodwin,    Hugo & Ana Almazan, Dylan Jansa, 

Mike & Diane Schwertner, Frank & Nancy Zuniga , 

Jason & Amanda Flores, Pat & Rose Pelzel, Andres 

& Isaura Huerta,  Richard & Dinette Watkins, Norma 

Alvarado, Allan & Kristy Fuchs,  Kevin & Linda Hirt,              

Darrell & Danielle Halfmann 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Lane Halfmann, Jose Balleza,            
Carylon Frerich and Allison Halfmann 

Anniversaries: Allen & Kristy Fuchs and               
Jeremy & Mikela Gully 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: Stephanie Braden and Anthony Reyes 

Anniversaries: Cody & Stephanie Wilson 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, July 23                         
 Sacristan: Charles Braden  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, July 24     
 Sacristan: Keith Braden   
 Readers: Volunteers                                           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers  

Don't miss the first meeting of the 
Parish book study -- Monday, July 
18th at 7pm.  We will discuss the 

first 40 pages of  
"The Fifth Mountain." 

 
See you at St. Lawrence. 

PRAY DAILY 

Each Christian 

needs half an hour 

of prayer each day, 

except when we are 

busy; then we need 

an hour. 

—St. Francis de 

Sales 

MERCY 

Among the attributes of God, although they are all 

equal, mercy shines with even more brilliance than 

justice. 

—Miguel de Cervantes  



"Lord," I told Him, “I feel 
as if I were the barren fig 
tree, the one to which You 
said, 'Let no man eat of 
thee henceforward."  

"Do you really?" He asked 
in astonishment. “Didn't 
you offer to me your suf-
ferings today?"  

"My sufferings and my 
deeds, Jesus," I answered – 
"but there are no deeds. 
There can be no deeds. I 

am past the Point of No Return. I shall never say another 
Mass, nor give absolution again, nor fill a heart with You 
in Communion."  

He seemed to smile as if I were a stupid little 
child. “Today," He said, "you will not be in Paradise with 
me but I shall soon show you what your suffering may 
achieve for one soul in peril. My power is not limited by 
your knowledge. It is extended by your capacity to suffer."  

...July 4; 10 a.m.  

This is Independence Day, the quietest I have 
known – and the most glorious of all. This afternoon my 
parents may come to visit me. They will be surprised.  

I am for the first time in six weeks sitting in a 
wheel chair. Doctor McNamee thinks it is a miracle. Fun-
ny, isn't it? He may be right. 

It has been seven days since I last attempted to 
write. Even bedridden, those were hectic days.  

One week ago the head nurse came to talk to me. 
She often had dropped by – but I never saw her smile. My 
nurse once called her “Old Stoneface" and perhaps that 
title tells a tale.  

“Father," the head nurse said, I have been watch-
ing you day after day. You have suffered but your smile 
lights up the whole hospital."  

“Don't you ever smile?" I asked jestingly.  

“I can't remember. Yes, once I did. Do you think it 
would tire you if I told you a story?"  

“Tire me? I'd be delighted to have something new in my 
day's schedule."  

“This is not a nice story. It's a story of a bad wom-
an – and a bad man. This woman should have been good. 
She had a good home. She had good folks. And she hoped 
to help others by visiting the sick, becoming a nurse."  

“Did she?”  

"She became a nurse, a good nurse – so the doc-
tors said – and she loved her work. She then loved God. 
Three years were spent in dedicated service. She was not a 

clock-watcher. She served many a time without pay.  

"Then came World War One. She wanted to help. 
The Army wanted her. After a brief training, she went to 
France. That's where she lost God – and her ability to 
smile."  

"Of course you are the nurse." I said, hoping to 
make it easier for her to talk.  

"Of course. I went to France to save lives – and I 
ended up by destroying one."  

"Did you ever tell this to a priest before?"  

"Never. I never had the courage. Courage has been 
called fear that has said its prayers. I haven't prayed for 
years. But I have watched your courage day after day and 
you – more than any priest I have met – know what it is to 
suffer. You too will soon be talking to the Supreme 
Judge."  

"Let me lay your case before Him," I pleaded.  

"It's not so unusual, I guess. When I went abroad, I 
left God at home. I was fairly attractive in those days. I 
enjoyed life. I met a man who thrilled me. He talked about 
love at first sight.  

“Oh, this is an old story you've heard before. I 
took the brakes off my heart and worshipped him instead 
of God.  

"When it was too late for me to get hold of myself 
-- or so I thought – he told me he was married. I wept all 
that night. And something died within me, all the decen-
cies I had inherited from my fine parents and their parents.  

"I decided I wanted him above all things. We 
could not get married but we lived together.  

"I've heard that nature has a way of protecting 
God's law. In a short while I found I was to have a baby. 
He was very sorry, so he said, but he blamed me. He said I 
should have known better and, since I'm a nurse, known 
how to avoid such things. Moreover, I had done his wife 
and family wrong and what was I going to do about it?  

"Then I made up my mind to hate him and to hate 
all men. At least I've kept that vow."  

 (To be continued next week …...) 

The Priestly Heart 
The last Chapter in the Life of an Old-Young Priest 

By The Right Reverend Maurice S. Sheehy 



The Journey of Faith begins with your questions. 

What is faith? How does faith grow?  

What do Catholics believe and why is it different from other faith traditions? 

How different is it really? 

Classes for the Christian Initiation of Adults are available for anyone who 
wants to learn more about the Catholic faith. The process begins with an 
“Inquiry” period, when questions lead to exploration. Drop in – no obliga-
tion, no commitment, no pressure – at our Q&A sessions. 

The second phase is the “Catechumenate” period for those who are 
interested in becoming fully Catholic. Classes end in the "Mystagogy" 
period, with a focus on how to identify God’s special calling and pur-
pose for your life. 

When: To Be Announced. 
Where: St. Lawrence Catholic Church 

If you’d like to take this journey of faith, call the RCIA Director: Karla Hoelscher, Ph.: 432-268-3891 

Already Catholic? 

If you love your faith and would like to help mentor someone on their journey, 
please sign up to become a sponsor or join the RCIA Team. 

 

Join the CIA 
(Christian Initiation of Adults) 

 

Look! 
You can make a difference in someone’s faith … 

Be part of the team. 
 

We need: 
Sponsors • Hospitality • Refreshments Crafts and Environment • Catechists 

Help someone find their way  
into the fullness of life in the Catholic Church 

 
Contact RCIA Director 

Karla Hoelscher 

for information about our classes for Christian Initiation of Adults Ph.: 432-268-3891 




